
What a joy it is to return!  The last 6 weeks have been a real gift to my 
soul, and I pray that they have been to you as well.  Returning to          
in-person worship, first with Gospel Curbside and now in the Sanctuary 
has been a welcome relief, a return to normalcy and a shot in the arm.  
(I’m thankful to your demonstrated commitment to live within the safety 
guidelines that make it possible for us to gather in this time.  Without 
that commitment, we couldn’t be together in-person right now. Thank 
you!) 
 
While this season is one in which we create space to physically return to    
spaces we love, surroundings that speak to our soul and community that     
supports us in our growth, I pray that it is also a season of bigger and 
more   important returns.  There will be ample distractions and drains on 
our focus, but I pray over the next weeks and months we might return to 
a season of intentional, focused and prayerful connection to God.      
Returning to a deepening understanding of who we are and whose we 
are will be a gift from God.  
 
Peace and Grace 

 
 
 

Pastor Daniel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Thank you... Thank you... Thank you!  Our family is so grateful for the amazing love and care 
shown by our church family in helping us get ready for baby Harper's arrival.  The drive thru 
shower was a lot of fun, and a real blessing! 

 Daniel, April, Abby, Chloe and Harper Hawkins 
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Would you like to help with Hurricane Laura relief 

efforts?  You can give through the church and have 

100% of your funding go to relief through UMCOR 

(United Methodist Committee on Relief). 

 

(Westhill @ Colonial) 

P.O. Box 114 

Cleburne, TX  76033 

817-645-6392 
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As we move into this fall season, the podcast is moving into a new season as well. Sunday, October 4th worship got a preview of the 
new podcast series Beyond the Ballot: Christian Ethics in an Election Year. It is so easy in election years to get caught up in the drama 
of the media, but the challenge of discipleship is to not take our focus off Christ. That means our call is often counter-cultural and 
creates space for the ones we both agree and disagree with politically. So stay centered by joining Pastor Daniel and myself as we talk 
on the podcast about how to put our Christian values first in the midst of an election year. 

This fall season is also bringing about the first steps back onto campus as a church. And in the humor of God’s timing I happened to 
already have had a vacation scheduled for our first Sunday back for Traditional Worship. So I wrote a prayer for our first Sunday of 
returning that you heard in the Traditional Worship service, but I offer it here in written form as words to hold onto as blessing for 
our continued ministry as a church together. 

    God of homecomings, seasons, and fire, 
    May you greet us in the familiar sights of sacred spaces,  
    Simple hallways and doors reminding us of the thresholds you invite us to cross time and time again in our own faith journey, 
    May you greet us in the bright eyes of neighbors,  
    And May you greet us in the familiar feel of a pew’s textured seat, and stained glass our heart’s longed to soak in. 
 
    Just as you bring about fall each year our God of creation, like a page turning to a new chapter,   

    Create in us a new story,  
    A story of our own Return,  
    Not to a building, forgive us for when we mixed up a closed building for the closing of the church,  
    No, create in us a story that knows the church of Christ is never closed for we saw it alive and well and now as we return to a  
    cherished building, we return with stories of God’s goodness and faithfulness, and miracles.  
    May our stories be like a prodigal son returning home realizing the Father’s love had never left him,  
     

    Holy Spirit of living fire, 
    Avail in us as we continue to faithfully light a path forward,  
    In a year of unknowns that looks at an unknown future we take hold of the truth that was always there. We do not know what  
    the future holds, but we serve a God who holds us, 
    Dancing in the grace of a living God, 
    Burning with the justice of a God who cries out for the forgotten,  
    And alive with the passion of this our return, 
    To a beloved space, 
    To worship that sends us out to be God’s light in the world,  
    And to a renewing of our commitment to be deeply committed disciples of Jesus Christ, 
    Amen.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Melissa 

Snapshots of September/October 

Baby Shower for the Hawkins Gospel/Curbside Communion 

Gospel/Curbside  Blessing of Santa Fe Elementary 

Carter Blood Drive 

Santa Fe Flu Shots  

A Note From Pastor Melissa 

 

Student ministry is back      
October 21,2020 

 Come and claim your spot and decorate it 
artistically or off the wall. 

The best of the two categories gets  

    a prize  


