
 

“Is the glass half full or half empty?”   

When people invite you to weigh in on the age old debate about how you describe the glass 
that is partially filled with water, what do you say?  Do you see a glass that is “half full” or a 
glass that is “half empty”? 

Since asking this question in worship last Sunday, I have loved hearing so many of your   
different perspectives.  They have ranged from the deeply philosophical to the profoundly    
practical.  One of our students shared with their parents as I was starting the sermon with 
direct simplicity that “Well, it depends on if your poured water into the glass or if you poured 
water out of the glass.”  What a clear and analytical answer.    

While there are clearly many different potential responses to the question, on Sunday, we 
kicked off our Gratitude series with Jesus’ invitation to simply notice the provision of God 
and give thanks. 

There is a glass.  There is water.  Thanks be to God. 

One of the spaces in our church that I am noticing God’s provision and giving thanks, is in 
the “You Belong Here” hospitality space remodel project we announced last Sunday in     
worship.  The heart of this project came from your lay leadership this summer after we      
announced our new mover outreach ministry.  The hope of this project is to provide an      
update to our welcome spaces that help people of all generations feel a sense of belonging.  
We hope to do this by cosmetically updating our welcome spaces, remodeling the ladies   
restroom and creating additional places for people to sit and stay a while.   

The main pieces of the project include: 

Opening the Narthex to the courtyard - creating shaded seating around the fountain and 
dropping the brick wall to allow families to sit peacefully while watching their kids play. 

Expanding the ladies restroom by doubling the size to make the space more welcoming and 
user friendly. 

Opening up an empty classroom to create a new coffee bar and gathering space. 

Additional details about how you can partner with this project to help make it happen will be 
forthcoming as time continues, but I am excited to share with you that a significant portion of 
this project will be funded through cash reserves that are present because of your ongoing 
faithfulness, and the good stewardship of our Finance Committee and lay leadership.  What 
a real blessing from God.   

Or as we said on Sunday.  

There is a glass.  There is water.  Thanks be to God. 

Renderings of the courtyard and coffee bar are included on page 2 of this newsletter. 

 
Grace and peace, 

 
 

Pastor Daniel 
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Hospitality Embodied 
 
As Patrick and I excitedly await welcoming our daughter, I’ve heard the refrain from Jesus play in my head over and over 
again, “For I go now to prepare a place for you.” (John 14:2). I hear it in my head as I sort freshly washed baby socks, or as 
I hang a new shower curtain in her bathroom, or as I look at a blank wall and ponder - will I put a shelf here or artwork or 
pictures. I hear Christ saying, “I too have prepared a place for you.” And I hear the invitation from Jesus to follow him, to be 
the one that prepares a place for others. 
 
That’s the beauty of discipleship. We are invited to let the refrains of Jesus come to life in our ordinary days. And that   
Scripture from John chapter 14 is the same refrain I hear around this church when I hear the excitement around welcoming 
new neighbors to town, “I go now to prepare a place for you.”  
 
So on that note, church let me tell you what that already looks like since we officially launched our new outreach efforts. We 
have had 3 point of contact with 376 family units that have moved to town since July. Each of these families have received 
2 postcards and a magnet of all our favorite places around town. We have put 100 You Belong Here signs all around 
Cleburne and our surrounding communities.  
 
These may seem like small things, but each time we’re telling someone, “I have prepared a place for you…a place where 
you belong.” Each of these small acts build on each other, with none as powerful as your voice. You are living out the call of 
a disciple when you too invite the neighbor or create space for them to encounter Christ through you and this church.  
 
So in line with our current sermon series, I simply want to say, thank you church for the ways you prepare a place for     
neighbors to belong in our community and in our church. 
 
 

Grace & Peace,  
Pastor Melissa 
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