
 

Welcome Home! 
   
These two amazing words have rung through my ears, filled my heart and lifted 
my soul over the last couple of weeks.  It has been a true celebration and joy 
to be able to gather for worship, Sunday school and small groups again.  The 
Spirit has been alive, well and God has been in our midst. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
As we continue to enter more fully into this season of new beginnings—a     
season of ‘Yes’ after a year of ‘No’— I would love for you to reflect on two 
things: 
 
1. What has been your great celebration these last 3 weeks? 
 
 2.  What is your great prayer for our church family? 
 
If you’re comfortable, I’d love to have you share with me your great                 
celebrations and great prayers.   
 
Give me a call (817-645-6392), shoot me an email 
(daniel@fumccleburne.com), write a card and drop it by the church, or just stop 
by and grab a chair in my office. 
 
Welcome Home 

 
 
 

Pastor Daniel 
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A Note from Pastor Daniel 

Sunday School is back 

Bells are back 

WELCOME  

HOME CHURCH 

Altar Guild is back 

Church is back 
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Did you know that the most common response for when someone is asked, “How are you?” Is no longer, “good”, “alright”, or “just 
fine.” In today’s fast and furious world, these quaint answers have been replaced with “busy.”  
   

“How are you?”  “Busy.”  
   

It’s truly a deflating answer when we pause for a moment to think about it. Instead of a willingness to see the good in life, instead of a 
desire to live an intentional life, all we have time for is to be …busy.  
   

In this sermon series we are being challenged to get out of the life of the busy and get more invested in the slow life of being an     
apprentice under Jesus. If we’re going to apprentice under Jesus it means we have to do something about it. We must act. So what 
action(s) will you take to slow down, to get out of the left lane and into the steady stream of following Christ? 
   

Here’s my invitation: figure out what helps you slow down and commit to doing it. Take a moment to look back at a time when you 
were overwhelmed with busy. A time you realized it. And look around, ask yourself, “what did I do to slow down?” Or “what do I wish 
I had done to slow down in that moment?” Once you find your answer make a commitment to practicing this. 
   

Need an idea? Try this prayer practice. 
Pray the Psalm 46:10 -  
“Be still and know that I am God.” 
“Be still and know that I am.” 
“Be still and know.” 
“Be still.” 
“Be.” 
   

Read each of the iterations of the verse out loud and slowly. Each time be surprised by how the verse still tells us a truth of God, and 
how it remains both constant and changing. When you arrive at “Be.” begin again. Move through the repetition as many times as     
desired.  Can be done sitting, or as a great walking meditation. 
   

And lastly, the next time someone asks you, “How are you?” If you’re tempted to answer busy, don’t. Instead take a deep breath in 
and reply. Perhaps you’ll find an answer that pours out that says, “I’m really excited about X project.” Or “I’m stressed, would you 
pray for me?” Or perhaps something entirely other, but I imagine your response will be a welcome offering to the asker of the simple 
question, and a powerful model of what it looks like if we slow down even for one breath. 
   

Grace & Peace, Pastor Melissa 
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Baptism of Hagger Otto 

Note From Pastor Melissa 

 

What is your favorite day of the church year?  Christmas Eve...Easter...the fifth Sunday in Lent?  Let us know.  This month on the   
Gather Grow Go Podcast, we're having a March Madness style tournament of our favorite days on the church calendar.  Each week 
for the next five weeks you'll have a chance to vote for your favorites.  The full bracket, your chance to vote on this week's matchups 
and information about the different days in the church year can be found at fumccleburne.com/podcast  
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